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Ngā mihi aroha ngā uri a kui ma a koro ma tātou katoa
I tēnā tau ka tuku mihi atu ki ngā mātua kua hingā atu ki te ao nunui o te moe kua hāere i te ara 
whānui i takahia rā e te tini e te mano o ngā mate nā reira o ngā mate e moe

Haere e whai i te waewae o Uenuku, kia ora ai te tangata
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We are a confederation of hapū under ‘Te Korowai o Uenuku’ that recognises:
Te Mana Motuhake o Uenuku

Tino Rangatiratanga
Whakapapa

Whanaungatanga
Mana Whenua
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Our Mission to elevate te mana motuhake o Uenuku – a mission our tūpuna shared to give security 

and hope for our people and future generations after us. 

Our vision, to promote, develop and sustain equality and equity amongst Uenuku as well as preserve the 

cultural, social and political independence of Uenuku people o te Ao. 

Maranga mai o Uenuku, rise up.

We embarked on this journey over one hundred years ago when our tūpuna signed te Tiriti o Waitangi. 

We believed and understood this Treaty would be the beginning of an enduring partnership that would 

give hope to our vision. This journey continues for us today and what an honour it is to be a part of 

this for our people. In acknowledgement of those before us, we endeavour to uphold the legacy of our 

tūpuna in Treaty settlement. 

Let us be guided by our tikanga, the very principles that lay the foundation and pave the way to achieve 

the aspirations of our people.

Kia Tika – Be professional & maintain high standards

Kia Pono – Be truthful and honest & act with integrity

Kia Aroha – Having respect for one another

Kia Mataara – Be vigilant and wise when making decisions

Kia Rangimārie – Be at peace with one another.
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I uphold the mandate to represent our iwi and acknowledge the tireless efforts of the people who helped 

our hapū stand up and bring our people together.

I pay tribute to our kaumātua and founding members who played an integral part in establishing the 

status of Uenuku Charitable Trust (UCT). I also acknowledge our negotiation team and trustees, past 

and present, who are responsible for achieving the many milestones that bring us to where we are today.

I commend our Rangatahi, Uri, Marae and Hapū representatives who uphold and are committed to the 

kaupapa of UCT. I also place great value on the partnerships developed with key stakeholders in order to 

realise the vision of UCT and attain the aspirations of our people.

Finally, I have the utmost respect for the people I’ve worked with during this Waitangi Tribunal process. 

Although we have had our highs and lows, we remain focused and will continue to carry out the 

objectives of the Trust.

This year has seen many challenges for ngā iwi, with Covid-19 bringing change for all of Aotearoa.

I would like to acknowledge our operations manager Steve Hirini for his dedication to his mahi during 

this time. Through lockdown kanohi ki te kanohi was at a standstill, but it was business as usual for our 

operations team and our board members having monthly hui on Zoom.

We are well aware Covid-19 has and will continue to have a vast impact on our economy, but this has 

not changed the dynamics of settlement for ngā iwi thus far, which is good news. We have made great 

progress this year in continuing with our responsibilities to our people, with the initialling Deed of 

Settlement (IDOS) coming up in July.

7

Image: Supplied



I would also like to acknowledge the mahi being done by Sheryl Connell and our board members. 

Pou structures are now being recognised with Te Mano o Te Whenua Tupua and Te Ara Tupua 

allocating interim committee members who have been successfully researching and identifying 

processes for our pou that resonate with the aspirations of our people. 

However, the challenges we now face while being so close to the finish line, are overlapping claims 

from our whanaunga in the South, Whanganui Land Settlement, and Ngāti Haua in the North. This 

may cause a delay for our settlement, but I have confidence in the ability of our team to uphold our 

mana whenua claim to these land interests on behalf of our people.

Aiden Hapimana Gilbert

Hapū representative – Ngāti Tara

Uenuku Charitable Trust Chair

Na reira e hiahia ana au ki te whakaoti i ngā kupu 

a o tāngata tawhito, katau tū atu hei tangata mo 
te whakaeke i ngā aituatanga e tatari mai ana ki a 
tātou o te tangata whenua.
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For the past year, Te Korowai o Wainuiārua has been working with Te Arawhiti to finalise the Deed of 

Settlement for initialling with the Crown in July 2020. This has included: 

• drafting the historical account that introduces our three iwi: Tamakana, Tamahaki and Uenuku,  

 and captures Crown impacts following these engagements

• negotiating additional cultural redress that firms up our mana whenua in our area of interest

• negotiating commercial properties at the best value point

• securing relationship agreements that provide a solid platform to advance the aspirations post  

 settlement.

Department of Conservation redress and a strong conservation partnership agreement are yet to be 

finalised and discussions with neighbouring iwi and proposed redress in overlapping areas is ongoing.
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Chris McKenzie

Te Korowai o Wainuiārua 

Lead Negotiator

We can report several increases in land and cash since 

signing the Agreement in Principle in November 2018 with 

the total financial value closing in on $27-million.

Our flagship project the Pōkākā Ecosanctuary has 

made the short list for the Government’s 'shovel ready' 

infrastructure scheme. We anticipate one or two final 

pushes before coming out to you all in July with the latest 

proposed settlement package before we look to finalise in 

September.

While we’ve been finalising the settlement package, we 

have taken on board the feedback from whānau from 

the last two roadshow rounds and progressed the Post 

Settlement (PSGE) arrangements into a draft (or strawman) 

governance structure to share with you all next month 

before we again look to finalise in September.
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